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SUMMARY

The Moscow Peace Fartisens Congress and the Stalin Constitution Day are both

heavily publicized. Attention to 1deological weaknesses in the Ukraine is revived
by the Central Committee of the Ukrainian Communist Perty which assures the All-Union
Communist Party of greater vigilence ip the future. The shortcomings attributed to
local Communist organizations cover the usual wide range of Party activities. .
There is incressing reference to anti-religious propaganda. An alling livestock
industry ag well as continued technical preakdowna in sgriculture are implicitly
admitted in a special decision of the Ukrainian Communist Party. In industry, il
mich stress is laid on the sacrifice of quality in production to quantity.
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IDEOLOGICAL AFFAIRS

The Ukraine: Lingering Bourgeois-Nationalist Sentiments: In a pungent 2500-word
editor:al, RADYANSKA UKRAINA (7 Decemder) nuotes the decision of the Ukrainian
Communist Party urging "e radical improvement in the leadership of all branches of
ideological work." These branches are specified as Ukrainian Soviet literature,
arts and science, the presz, people's education, propaganda, and mass political,
cultural and educational work. The recent plenary session of the Central Committee
of; the Ukrainian Communist Party, the psper says, noted "all kinds of manifestations
of bourgeois ideology," particularly Ukrainian bourgeois nationalism. This, it ‘says,
_.appiies "especially to the intelligentsia.” The depth of nationalist sentiments}
‘among the Ukrainian intelligentsia s implicitly stressed in the Central Committpe’s
- reminder that "the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 3tate was established as an integral
and indivisible part of the great Scviet Union," and that was accomplished with the
"ageistance” of the Great Russian peaople.

The ideological :=ituation in the Rerublic is further aggravated by the "atmosphere
of repotism and muiual praise® prevziling in a number of organizations where r
criticism and self-criticism "are fcrgotten." Tt is in this atmosphere, says the
editorial, that the cosmopolitan pcet Pervomaisky's "The Dove" and "The Woman by the
Golden Gates" continue to bask in the wrong manner ‘nepravilne). Much of the blame,
according to the Central Committee, rests on the Committee for Arts and the Committee
for Cultural Educational Eatablishments. They lack ~f interest in the creative ‘
efforts of the artists and theatrical workers who, as a result, have failed "to fneet
the increased demands" of the people. Particularly weak in ideology are Kharkov),
Kiev, Lyov, Daiepropetrovsk, Voroshilovgrad, Ramenets-Fodolsk, Zhitomir, Ternopo‘&
and Dronobych oblasts. The ideological and political education of the theatrical
workers in these oblezte have been neglected. The same applies to the philharmonic
aocietiea, choir and musical collect ives.

The Ukrainian Mini stry of Cinematography "nas not liquidated" its shortcomings as
evidenced by the f4lm "Bolshaya Zhizn® (The Great Life). There is no indicatiun
as to why this film is “unworthy."

Referring to the Ukrainian press and its resporsibility for the poor ideological
situation, RADYAMSKA UKRAINA listis a number of important newspapers and periodicals,
including itself, which "often publish weak and ideologically harmful works," and
seldom criticize literature and art. Named among the delinquent newspapers and
periodicals are:!

Paper= 1. BADYANSKA UKRAINA Magazines 1. BILSHOVYK UKRAINY
2. PRAVDA UKRAINY 2. DNIEFRO
3. LITERATURNA GAZETA 3. VITCHYZNA
4. RADYANSKE MYSTETSVO 4. SOVETSKAYA UKRAINA
5. ZHOVTEN

The Central Ccmmittee of the Ukrainian Communis*, Party, continues the paper, has| not
overlooked the "serious shortcomings" in the work of the Ukrainian Academy of
Sciences, particularly in the treatment of philosophy, Ukrainian history and
literature, folklore, ethnography and linguistice. These shortcomings are serious
enough to need attention "as soon as possible." Alluding to what might be con-
strued as preasure from above, the Central Committee decision concludes with the
fellowing note-

The Ukrainian Communist Party...assured the Central Committee
of .the All-Union Communist Party and especially Comrade Stalin
that the Ukrainian Bolsheviks will do everything possible toward
the elimination of the shortecomings.

A report from Vinnitea (7 December) reveals thai the oblast Party Committee urges
the raiging of the ideological level" in the work of the Society for the
Propagation of Political and Scientific Knowledge, the Oblast Cinema Administration,
the VINNITSKA PRAVDA editorial bureau, the Oblast Radio Information Committee

and a number of rayon Party committees. Ceomplaints of shortcomings in various
aspects of ideological life are also heard from Proskurov, Zhitomir, Kirovograd
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and Alma Ata ADYANSEE PODILYE (4 Dacember), for example, says that the oblast Party
Aattitede toward ideclogical work is 59 superficial thai in some city cormmittees "the
same lecture (has been read) for three months now.” This 1s typical of Polonsky,
Sheretoveky, Izyaszlave<ky, Dunayevetcky and Kamenets-Podolsky rayons where all where
all ideological work "is being carried out unsystematically and wi%hout a :éliable
plan." This low ideolegical level, concludes the editorial, has also led to the
discovery of "blunders and distortiong™ in the teaching of Ukrainian literature
and Janguage in Mikhailovsky rayon. i |

i ! i
A broadcast from Fiev (9 December) rafers to the recent oblast Party sessioﬂ which
admitted that Kiev oblast is st111 ideclogically weak despite the PRAVDA article of
2 July which "so justly exposed" that ‘aspect of 1life in the Ukrain?. What the
Communist Party organizations asppear to neglect, according to the report, iq the
most important element of their work- | "Not enough attention has b?en paid to various
manifestations of Ukrainian bourgeois nationalicm.” The same refrain is taken up
again by RADYANSKA UKRAINA (12 December) in a warning against further ideological
aberations in the Republic, "above 111 against the expressicns of pkrainianw
bourgeois nafticnalism." The Marxizt-Leninist theory, according to!the same editorial,
iz 8%111 "unsatisfactorily propagated™ zmorng the unions of Scviet writers, Cpmposers,
artists and architects. ] i

|

ZVYAZDA (1 December) looks into the arts and professicons of the Belorussianj§SH
and declarec that they are "lagging behind the times" (onstayut otjzhizni).ﬁ‘The
Pelorussian playwrights are subject %o particular censure lor "failing to produce
2 single play" about tihe everyday 1life of the Republic. lost of the editor;al
barbs, however, are reserved for the men of. letters who "failed toicreate a'single
wavk... on the selfless friendship between the Russisn and Belorussian peoplg..,"
Na srining exsmole of creative ability haz been produced by the Republic’s composers,
the puper complain:. There is not 2 single operatic work reflecting "the production
=fforts" of the Belorussian people during the postwar Five-Year Plan. In a@dition
to the ideologicial weakness, the editorial concludes, artistic and}liternrngtandards
are also 1111 "very low.v %
l i
| H

PARTY ACTIVITIES

i Hl
Most of the eriticism of Party life i: diffuse in character and islfamiliar-y
dire=ted againet suppreszsion of criticism, lax Communist supervision and insufficient
enthusiasm about Marxist-Leninist propaganda ind siudies. PRAVDA (2 Decenber)
charges "deficiencies in the attitude” tc Marxist-Leninist theory qn the part of
Ulysnovsk and ¥ostrome oblast Party organizaiions  These deficiencies, aceording
to the paper, ire zeflected in the "low ideological level® of the Communist jpropa-
ganda worker:  VILTKOLUKSKAYA PRAVOA {4 December) lists cazes of open suppresaion
of eriticism nnd W

mds it an funparty attitude.!" Wnen a worker of the w
Velikoluksky-Strey Trust rose at 7 meeting to criticize certain shqrtcomingd, says
the editorinl, he was cut short by the head of the trust with the remark “enough
blather, more work!" Criticism and zelf-criticism are often "of a very low ilevel,"
and primarvy Porvy organizations '"keep tc 3 low politieal standard" land lose icontact
with the problems of the day. The parer adds that "good bolsheviks... openly expose
weaknesse: and shortcomings, disclose culprits by naue and eriticize without regard
to personality.n !
I

Lack of organization and control and formalism are still "much in evidence" in some
rayon and primary Party Committees, according to VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA of |
8 December. Paper work and impassioned speeches aprear to be the cpief pre-
occupatiorn »f the local Party officials while their real dutiez--checking thq
inplementation of Party decisions--are neglected. This, says the paper, is a
"shametul fact" and a "grave error on their part." i |

1 i |
The low standard of Party propaganda seminars is the object of a KRASNY SEVER
editorial discussion heard on 8 December from Volegda, Ivanovo oblast, Poorw
lecturing and inefficient teaching, says the editorial "is the weakest spot" in the
training of propagandists. According to onme student, quoted by the| paper, the Party
seminars "reveal absolutely nothing new" beyond textual quotations from the "Short
Higtory of the Bolshevik Party" alrveady known to all students. This type off?arty
education and propaganda is said to be continuing in Totemsky, Syamzhesky,
Babushkinsky, Sholsky and other rayons.' ’
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Atuses and nepotism in the seleczt.:n and distribution of Communist cadres are discussed
in a STALINGRADSKAYA PRAVDA editorial of 12 December. The'vicious practice" of white-
washing shortcomings end errors is still in use in Zhdanovsky and Medveditsa rayons.

A number of unsuiteble workers, instead of being dismissed, are shifted from one re-
sponsible position to another, The evil consequences of this nepotism, according to
the editorial, are also carried to another extreme- some honest workers are placed

in respongible jobs without proper guidance, and "their f{irst error, which may be a
miror one, is immediately punished." Where cadres are not watched and properly in-
structed, the paper continues, "sudden surprising revelations" are often made. Such
was the case in Mikhailovka rayon, for example, where 40 people have been dismissed
from responsible positions in the past year-and-a-half simply because their qualifica-
tions had not been checked.

ANTI-RELIGIOUS CAMPAIGN

Proletarian Morality Versus Religion® Western church officials are frequent targets
of Soviet radio criticism but religion per se is almost never criticized, particularly
since the reestablishment of the Orthodox Church in the US3R. What appears like a
sudden departure from this practice is seen in a long article by Kolonitsky (27 Novem-
ber). Comparing Communist or proletarian moral:ty with religious morality, the author
asserts that Communist morality "is by its very nature international.” Religion with
its mysticism and the "authority of a invented god," on the other hand, is something
without which "bourgeois morality cannot manage." Religion, he says, is designed to
"kill all will power" and independent activity in man and to make him submissive to
the powers that be. The reason for Kolonltsky's sudden attack on religion may be in-
ferred from his references to the USSR where religious morality admittedly still hae
to be fought: " ..in our country Communist morality hss been squeezing out religious
morality and 1s st1ll continuing to do so." The author's concluding remark indicates
that free religion is not so compatible with Soviet conditions as might be thcught:

Religious morality continues to play & reactionary part under our social-
ist conditions. ...Being & most viable conservative ideology, it impedes
the overcoming of all other remnants of the past Communist education...
is therefore indissolubly connected with unmasking and overcoming religious
norality.

A report from Uralsk (1 Cecember) rebukes the local officials for the "badly conducted"
anti-relifious campaign i1n Chapayevsky rayon where "survivals of the past" are said to
be "etill manifesting themselves." There 1s no elaboration. A dispatch from Riga

(in Latvian, 7 Decernber) speaks of the teachers of Kuldiga rayon who "are not

extending anti-religicus propaganda work in schools and among the population."

AGRICULTUCE

Appeals 1o eliminate the two admitted weak spots in agriculture--lack of winter
premises Tor the livestock and tractor deficiencies--are aired on most of the
regioual transmitters. The near failure of the three-year agricultural study courses
1e deplored by PRAVDA and other sources, and is held responsible for much of the
collective famn mismanagement.

RABOICHIY PUT (4 December) bemoans the lack of well-equipped cattle premises at the
stockbreeding farms despite the great supplies of timber and other building materials
at their disposal. (Can there be any talk about erecting winter barns, the editorial
complains, when in some of the rayons as in Kasplyansky and Baturinsky, for example,
they have not even bothered to organize permanent building bripades. In other
rayons, where such brigades are on hand the available resources are said to be
inadequately utilized (ne ispolzuyutsia polnostyu). Among them are Novoduginsky,
Krasnininsky, Znamenskiy, Dorogobuzhskiy, and Kholm-Zhirkovsky rayonsg,

KIROVOGRADSKA PRAVDA (in Ukrainian, 4 December) reminds 1ts readers that among the
assurances recently given the All-Unjon Communist Party by the Central Committee

of the Ukrainian Party is one about the preparation of adequate winter shelters for
the livestoek. This, the editorial remarks, should be pushed faster than is the
case at present, and all that is needed to accomplish the task is self-denyling

labor (samootverzhenny trud;.
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Information on income Adistributicon in the collective farms is fragmentary. | PSKOVSKAYA
i PRAVDA {2 December) declares thas iaich distribution rresupposes the successful

) comple‘non of =11 agricultiural '»,,erntmne. Meny collectives, the paper says, are
"hiding benind the 2verage figures™ of the cblest bul are actually far behﬂnd in
their work. Inecome distribution may bhe adversely affected in such rayons as
Gdovsky, Karamyshevsky, Novorzhevsky and Pskov where "not one fifth of the |grain
destined for sowing® has been sorted. Referring to the same topie in a dififerent
context, ARYE CTOKA 18 December) calls upon the collective farm bockkeepers who
tenjoy wide powsr:z under regulations approved by the USSR Government" to hqlp keep
the kolkhoz nceounts straight and to insure "vigilant protection ageinst the enemies
of pudblic wvroperty " |

Indivisible funds i{nedelimié fondy), 23 mentacned in a previous CPV report, ' are also
in a sense untcuchable Tunds. They may be increased at any time but never |reduced
wichoui a special Farty decisicn at a certain time of the year Ouch decisions are
.1 usually taken upon the recommendation of z general meeting (ohshcheye sobranle)

i of the collu_—ctiw farmers involvad, These 'financinl rules" are not strictly
observed by many collective Tarms of Novosibirsk oblast, according to \CVETSKAYA

! SIBIR (12 December) .n the ! Stalin ¥olkhoz (B"T'r‘bm k rayon), "ecollective ﬂm funds
! are beirg squandered. ! Fn"f'om paving on its capital deposit debt (zadolzbennost
s po kapitalnomu viczreniul, Lhe lcol vhoz 18 going deeper inte debt. Its September debt
i of 18,700 rubles is now gaid to have risen to "nearly™ 40,000. Another col‘lective

‘ farm, in the Chistoozerniy rayon, =imply "took abrnt o0, O")O rubles” from the

! indivisible fund this year.' i

H A broadcast BOLSETYIK editorial {9 Dacember) empnosizes the "paramount mmortance"
Qo of indivisible funds and their proper u'..i],:.?df‘on (pravilnoye izpolzovanie). This,
says the editorial, is psrtieularly twrue in view of the recent enlargement of small
collective farm:. Tpe indivizible Tund: of the enlarveed farms (ukrupnennie kolkhozy)
ere greater and therefore require stricter control.  The chief editorinl emphasis,
o however, is op the familiar  advantages of luxge farming unite which in the [Deraine
alone are said ta rave contribubed to an increase of Yalmest 57 million" pucjs of grain

over 1950 i i !
INDUSTRY ‘

1 : |

| ) i

g Eetter Production "maliiyv Meeded. Industriol shortcomings are nired by FRAVDA and
ZVESTIA #nd rereétted on zome regicnal tranamitters. The drive for better |pro-
duction quality and lower costs, Tun some time igo, appears o have been [renewed
withk increnzed wigor nlyia few plinis are smgled ocut for official strictures as

{ examples of mubztandard produeticon and inordinute waste of 1w materials, but the
‘ tencr of the official criticiem suggestis widespread inefficiency. The race“for

! high quantitative production indices is 4o be ﬁlﬂwe-d rlfswn_. and quf;a.lity is to te

1

!

|

i

stressed in ~:] MWhat tr-n State rn—ado. Sk
fulfillmen: ] :
would insure the
nuzhno ne vIyal
i obespechivayst n

i the paper continues, should
; "economize raw matecizls

n.n(‘r—d r'criucurﬂ fﬂr ﬂm Y)?ulD*’)‘l (=X} nnu'nj " (u’Ly gr‘x..udarstva
vyTolnenle perevypolnenie pilana, o tolwo tokaoye, kororoye
mdno.{e khozaistvo nuzhned em produkteiey). Our present ‘efforts,
i 'be directed toward gre ..h:-T economy and less vaste:

e every naili" "vryo ekonomit, kazhdiy gvozd berech')

i IZVESTIA {12 December) discusses the same theme and zeiterates verbatim PRA‘.VDA'S
| injunction quoted in Bussisn above. A number of plants, the paper claims, ‘while
} producing kigh juantitative indices are “systematically failing" to show any
improvement in their production cuality. Substandard production with its resultont
losses and waste is telerated on = large scale. The "Irbit" lMotorcycle Wonks of
Sverdlowak nb‘ln;t. for example, has exceeded its cost-reduction plan by 1.9% but
its losaes througn rejects (br:\k) and substandard production amounted to two
mi1llion ruhles. Zoveral million rubles?® worth of goods were rejected (qur‘akovany)
in the past ten months at the Denrpropetrovsk Metallurgical Werks. The itua‘rion
is said to be particularly bad in Lithuania where the production of Lhe "pqescrlbed
range of gocds" sortiment) is apparently not taken seriously whille consumers!
goods are often neglected. In the Kmnas stocking fzctory, for example, a number
consumer items "were not produced at all" last October. Similar c’elinquencms are
attributed to other industrial plants wnose managers "platantly violate btate
digcipline.™ This, the paper 1anaTes, is due to lack of prodding from above:
A "It is curicus why the Ministry of Light Industry of the Lithuanian SSR is |so

! tolerant of those factory mensgers. ... (Neponiatno, pochemu ministerstvo legkoi
- promyshlennosti litovskel SSK nak terpimo otnositsia k rukovoditeliam fabrik....)
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The trade wnmions ~nd their port in fhe campuaign for better production are discussed

in PRAVDA of 12 December. fIrsaretic (1lry responsible for the success of socialist

competition and grester rroduction, the trade unions are rebuked for naving fallen -
dovn on the job. 1t is known, the etditorial elaims, that until quite recently the =
trade unions, just irtke the Party et Sovied canizations, bothered very little

about the guality of producetion, directing &l ir efforts toward quantity. The i
fourtn plenum of the C2ntral Touncil of Tv1de imirns has vecently adopted a number

of decigion: “o injrove titirn for quality in industry, but some of

the trade uniocs heve ted themselves to the new 31tuat10n" (vsyo

eshehs npe perest: ilis) and continue to muintain o State-bureaucratic attitude.

{prodolzhayut pokirennomu otnositsys)  Tn the Makeyewsn Metal VWorks, to cite but one

example, the 4rade union shop commtiee did vat even bother to tell the workers

about the pew deciszions of the fentr2l Trade Inion Souncil,

The quality-juantity topie is again discussed on 14 December, this time from a
technologic2l poln! st vie With Lhe introduction of advanced technology

(peredovay: texhniya), = TRAVDA, there can be no production quality at all, only

rejects. Tnere soe 3till many 1lasts where the production of the latest machinery :
is somehcw "“dnr to a low level of technology (uzhivayetsis 3 nizkim urovnem .
teknnologiit., In comes "IIHL“. live *ne Kalinin Railway Coach Vorks, outdated pro- f .
duetior m vo 5till emnloyed, while in ~thersz, where new technological

methods hawve ﬂllagnﬂlv heen ﬂnfT:ﬂucei, the -51d system 18 continned and the new

[l

is left intnet 1n the textLooxs, :
1
Slow prepar2tions for winter production and unwarrunted delays in the oblast ﬁ?
industrial nrogress are noted by STAL INGRADSKAYA PRAVDA (2 December). Lack of '
mechanization of 1'bor-ccrnsumang work in the lumber industry iz blamed for its poor -
performance by VELIKOLUKSKAYA PRAVDA of 8 Decemver. -

3ome manager:s and directors of forestry collectaves....fail to make

full use vf 711 the available machinery.. . As 2 result, in the two !
mopths of the present se2son the ”"Jnkoluk>Ky-Les) timher trust
failed tao complete even 25% of its quarterly target.... P

Both individunl workers and entire entervrises of the lumber industry are lagging
behind their zusigned targets, the editorial concludes. !
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PSKOVSKAYA FRAVDL (13 December) angr 11y ‘denounces broken pledges on the part of ;
industrial management which, the editorial implies,has almost become standard pro- . o
cedure: "Every month the lagging enterprises pledge themselves to improve matters
but this resolve remains on paper." These matters refer to qualitative production .
indices, but "many" of those enterprises are said to be lagging in their quantity ]
production ax well, in the "hope that their deficiencies will be made good by the b
leading enterprises." Among them are the Gdovsky Timber Works, (Zavod)-Kirpich
and many others. :« ‘

i
MISCELLANEOUS ‘ ; ;
Indications of continued southward mlgration also mentioned in the CPN report of last
April are seen in a few gshort items broadcast from the Ukraine in the past two weeks.
These reports are given in the form of) 1e’t.ter= from the new gettlers to their
friends and relatives describing thelr\ new prosperity and inducing them to follow
their example. Dmepropetrovsk and Nikolayev oblasts and the Kakhovka construction
site are mentioned among the settlement areas. The exodus of farmers has apparently
been taking place from Lutsk oblast. One cf the new settlersa writes home that for
ner 360 work days she received 690 kil ograms of wheat and rye, 130 kilograms of sun-
flower, watermelons, apples and 718 rubles “on top of that." A report on 7 December
says that "many collective farmers from Lukovsky rayon. moved last year and this [
spring to the southern oblasts of the Ukraine. " Otherz are being asked by the new te )
settlers to join them and meny are willing to follow: "Every day applications are '
being received from peasants who want to move to the southern cblasts." Another
letter from a southern cettler says that the farmers in the Kakhovka locality are
receiving, among other +tnings, 2 kllogramq of wheat and seven and a half rubles per
labor day."
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